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Japanese researchers say the cost of cleaning up
from the Fukushima nuclear disaster could top
$50bn (£32.6bn), more than four times the
amount allocated by the government.

The figure does not include compensation for
those affected by the explosion and the
subsequent fallout, or the multibillion-dollar
price tag for decommissioning the Fukushima
Daiichi plant, which the government and
regulators say will take at least 40 years to
complete.

Three of the plant’s six reactors went into
meltdown following an earthquake and tsunami
that struck off Japan’s north-east coast on 11
March 2011. The meltdowns forced over
100,000 people to flee the contaminated zone
around the plant, while tens of thousands more
have since left the Fukushima area voluntarily.
The tsunami is known to have killed more than
18,000 people, yet no one is officially listed as
having died as a result of radiation released from
the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

Workers at the plant said that they had spotted
steam rising from one of the reactor buildings for
the third time this week. Tokyo Electric Power Co
(Tepco), the operator of the plant, said it had not
been able to establish where it was coming from
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and was investigating the possibility that it was a
rainwater leak.

On Monday, Tepco admitted for the first time that
radiation is leaking into the Pacific, further
complicating the clean-up operation and
contradicting its earlier claims that contaminated
groundwater had been contained before it had
reached the ocean. The company faced severe
criticism over the fact that it had sat on an
internal report that revealed the groundwater
leak for several days.

The head of Japan’s Nuclear Regulation
Authority, which was established in the
aftermath of the disaster, said earlier this month
that he believed radioactive material had
contaminating the sea close to the plant since
the accident occurred

Japan’s government has allocated about $11bn
(£7bn) to decontaminate the zone. Most of the
money is being paid to contractors who are
using power hoses and diggers to scour away
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dust and topsoil from the most contaminated areas, but experts from the
National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology warn
the total cost of decontaminating the evacuation zone will be about $20bn
(£13bn), with another $30bn (£19.6bn) for areas further away.

Many are sceptical that the government-led clean-up effort will make the
area habitable again, or that evacuees will move back. “It doesn’t matter
what the government says, we’ll never go home. Most of us accept that,”
says Yukiko Kameya, 68, who fled from Futaba town, next to the plant.

Tepco has yet to pay most refugees full compensation for the loss of their

homes and other assets.

“The government should study the costs before deciding whether to
complete decontamination or reallocate the money to help people rebuild

et the best exchange rates possibla with HIFX

Fersonal service | Market leading rates | No hidden fees

Click hare »

00

SPONSORED FEATURES

Win a three-night weekend break

for two in Stockholm
Hesperus Press are offering the chance to win a
three-night weekend away for two to Stockholm.

M&S prizes
Visit Wallonia
Prizes & offers

Reader survey Visit Norway

redspottedhanky Nook

Business videos

FROM AROUND THE WEB

o e  ——

The 'why'behind
Audrey Mestre

5 Ways to Attract
Targeted...

pdfcrowd.com


http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/analysis-and-features/commercial-thought-leaders-2368410.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/competitions/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/competitions/become-a-travel-guru-with-redspottedhankycom-8657013.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/nook/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/europe/wheres-wallonia-8659400.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/offers/take-our-reader-survey-for-your-chance-to-win-a-100-instore-gift-card-8711212.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/europe/see-norways-spectacular-coastline-with-hurtigruten-8672504.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/food-and-drink/how-will-you-make-today-delicious-tell-us-and-you-could-win-a-50-ms-giftcard-8645325.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/competitions/win-a-threenight-weekend-break-for-two-in-stockholm-8674156.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/competitions/win-a-threenight-weekend-break-for-two-in-stockholm-8674156.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/with-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/with-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/with-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/with-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQCnZ03vyUfDVKYjQ0AHdg4GICpCAxNECAAAQASAAUP3OircCYMkGggEXY2EtcHViLTM3MTEyOTE0NTA0NDQ5NjjIAQKpApBtn6ll2Lk-4AIAqAMBqgTyAU_QBJNVVNuqfQq5b4nzf06a4qBqQCRKp6-ladRq6IpVDfqtABMb3YL260q0N2vralrvxyYVLTmuZVQLL58HPq4v9-wakZnmgIWye4rYbcXmofXenhYRNnJFbUyXsgLLr8ezWa9MtFPT8HN0_yOdyv5__gSzcz2kLrCO6ePXQpVT8Jw65GEHwis__WGOeiTIu-rSiRWDJFO2D2JdmHbngSc_15oanaoI1Hmub2guFjafkEp7ackt_0uA3OUGeJO4PAAVEpHm5Z8ZoPT4xQqPciZh_lkpi7S8y-yjNrgARPynzlm-aCx1mXQ9xfObyUSzRRPn4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0qmdqivlH0xWPMGmPhVPtE6WRbiA&client=ca-pub-3711291450444968&adurl=http://independent.hifx.co.uk/default.aspx
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/american-face-of-casual-racism-antisemitism-and-sexism-laid-bare-in-us-big-brother-8732628.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/the-50-best-beach-reads-8728845.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Earthquake
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/NuclearTechnology
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Technology
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Energy
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Refugees
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/SeaAndOcean
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Seismology
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Tsunami
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Japan
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Tokyo
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C7SLz0nvyUZi8HqbT0AH_5ICYDLLSrLoD6vr680fAjbcBEAMg3eqxFCgDUP7RwtH-_____wFgyQagAcTWhP8DyAEBqAMBqgTQAU_QcP2UPYuRVbGUQiF8hhwbavwKhb5IjKPiwH5b1lUsKqk1zyoFIccBoSeuWnqZm5B7NuDeAlAOhJQ97eM6fVj0Mz8iIPOLSzgiPbADhH7cRvtcdv-dYOwpghTLg6JhbYxgD6Rrv3gJsm0A20alTjxGBFrbn0Cxg7BdsevIYCYnYE8ob1b8Py_r6uPsfVLljHajLHWYviYWrTyTsXipbCEbwTS1gBsjeoNl4z9-EYsm8JCOG-RpdojnozmcWVYbjLfhEjWmIDv_uBQFF97MrCOAB6Spew&num=3&sig=AOD64_0cDj0abv2x9FRUJGW29I4VKHbGlA&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.TrainingDivision.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C7SLz0nvyUZi8HqbT0AH_5ICYDLLSrLoD6vr680fAjbcBEAMg3eqxFCgDUP7RwtH-_____wFgyQagAcTWhP8DyAEBqAMBqgTQAU_QcP2UPYuRVbGUQiF8hhwbavwKhb5IjKPiwH5b1lUsKqk1zyoFIccBoSeuWnqZm5B7NuDeAlAOhJQ97eM6fVj0Mz8iIPOLSzgiPbADhH7cRvtcdv-dYOwpghTLg6JhbYxgD6Rrv3gJsm0A20alTjxGBFrbn0Cxg7BdsevIYCYnYE8ob1b8Py_r6uPsfVLljHajLHWYviYWrTyTsXipbCEbwTS1gBsjeoNl4z9-EYsm8JCOG-RpdojnozmcWVYbjLfhEjWmIDv_uBQFF97MrCOAB6Spew&num=3&sig=AOD64_0cDj0abv2x9FRUJGW29I4VKHbGlA&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.TrainingDivision.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cpqx70nvyUZi8HqbT0AH_5ICYDMqF5PADupqy-WzAjbcBEAIg3eqxFCgDUKCYguUDYMkGoAHI1cH1A8gBAagDAaoE0QFP0GDhuj2KkVWxlEIhfIYcG2r8CoW-SIyj4sB-W9ZVLCqpNc8qBSHHAaEnrlp6mZuQezbg3gJQDoSUPe3jOn1Y9DM_IiDzi0s4Ij2wA4R-3Eb7XHb_nWDsKYIUy4OiYW2MYA-ka794CbJtANtGpU48RgRa259AsYOwXbHryGAmJ2BPKG9W_D8v6-rj7H1S5Yx2oyx1mL4mFq08k7F4qWwhG8E0tYAbI3qDZZs8fhGLDsipkxvkaXaI56M5nFlWG4y34RI1piA7_7gUBRfe1MjOjIAHoKq-Cg&num=2&sig=AOD64_393s_dFHWRf7p52uwfxyOc6Q_ijQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.campusexplorer.com/programs/l/7404948E/%3Fs%3Dsa-3A57DF9C-dco-ph-dtt-mkwid%7CcSUcgrVd4_dc%7Cpcrid%7C29168305626%26t%3Ddisplay
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2fworld%2fasia%2fwith-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html&id=ma-130726093841-03801416
http://pdfcrowd.com

1§

Pastor Mocked for His
‘Biblical Money
Code,’ Gets Last La...

Moneynew s

X-47B jet lands on
navy ship

by Taboola

A

Don’t miss
the breaking
news

Get our latest news
headlines by email
every morning

Independent
Twarnl Clhan

their lives,” researcher Junko Nakanishi told state broadcaster NHK.

Tepco has received an estimated 3.5 trillion yen in public money since the
disaster began. Last year, the government took majority control of the
utility, allowing it to continue as a limited company with shares traded on

the stock exchange.

Many observers believe the compensation process will drag on for years,
adding to the final bill for the disaster. “The victims of this disaster often
had large houses, rice fields, livestock and land and most had to move into
small urban apartments or temporary housing,” says Yasushi Tadano, a
Tokyo-based lawyer who is helping to sue Tepco. “The amount of
compensation being offered is totally insufficient.”
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