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With Fukushima nuclear plant still leaking,
Japan clean-up bill soars to $50bn
Many are sceptical that government-led effort will make area habitable again
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Japanese researchers say  the cost of cleaning up
from the Fukushima nuclear disaster could top
$50bn (£32.6bn), more than four times the
amount allocated by  the government.

The figure does not include compensation for
those affected by  the explosion and the
subsequent fallout, or the multibillion-dollar
price tag for decommissioning the Fukushima
Daiichi plant, which the government and
regulators say  will take at least 40 y ears to
complete.

Three of the plant’s six  reactors went into
meltdown following an earthquake and tsunami
that struck off Japan’s north-east coast on 11
March 2011. The meltdowns forced over
100,000 people to flee the contaminated zone
around the plant, while tens of thousands more
have since left the Fukushima area voluntarily .
The tsunami is known to have killed more than
18,000 people, y et no one is officially  listed as
having died as a result of radiation released from
the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

Workers at the plant said that they  had spotted
steam rising from one of the reactor buildings for
the third time this week. Toky o Electric Power Co
(Tepco), the operator of the plant, said it had not
been able to establish where it was coming from
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and was investigating the possibility  that it was a
rainwater leak.

On Monday , Tepco admitted for the first time that
radiation is leaking into the Pacific, further
complicating the clean-up operation and
contradicting its earlier claims that contaminated
groundwater had been contained before it had
reached the ocean. The company  faced severe
criticism over the fact that it had sat on an
internal report that revealed the groundwater
leak for several day s.

The head of Japan’s Nuclear Regulation
Authority , which was established in the
aftermath of the disaster, said earlier this month
that he believed radioactive material had
contaminating the sea close to the plant since
the accident occurred

Japan’s government has allocated about $11bn
(£7 bn) to decontaminate the zone. Most of the
money  is being paid to contractors who are
using power hoses and diggers to scour away
dust and topsoil from the most contaminated areas, but experts from the
National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology  warn
the total cost of decontaminating the evacuation zone will be about $20bn
(£13bn), with another $30bn (£19.6bn) for areas further away .

Many  are sceptical that the government-led clean-up effort will make the
area habitable again, or that evacuees will move back. “It doesn’t matter
what the government say s, we’ll never go home. Most of us accept that,”
say s Y ukiko Kamey a, 68, who fled from Futaba town, next to the plant.

Tepco has y et to pay  most refugees full compensation for the loss of their
homes and other assets.

“The government should study  the costs before deciding whether to
complete decontamination or reallocate the money  to help people rebuild
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their lives,” researcher Junko Nakanishi told state broadcaster NHK.

Tepco has received an estimated 3.5 trillion y en in public money  since the
disaster began. Last y ear, the government took majority  control of the
utility , allowing it to continue as a limited company  with shares traded on
the stock exchange.

Many  observers believe the compensation process will drag on for y ears,
adding to the final bill for the disaster. “The v ictims of this disaster often
had large houses, rice fields, livestock and land and most had to move into
small urban apartments or temporary  housing,” say s Y asushi Tadano, a
Toky o-based lawy er who is helping to sue Tepco. “The amount of
compensation being offered is totally  insufficient.” 
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Reply
To compare the risks of different energy sources google deaths per terrawatt hour. Its a bit scary...

 △  2▽

Reply

Fedge  •  8 hours ago> Shaka1981

There's enough plutonium in that one plant to pretty much kill the whole planet. Go look it up. MOX fuel.

 △ ▽

Reply

Fedge  •  8 hours ago> Fedge

And that plutonium could still evaporate whenever the pools drain (like maybe another
earthquake).

 △ ▽

Reply

Leslie Corrice •  19 hours ago

Hmmm...$50 billion to decontaminate to the lowest exposure standards in the world. 1 millisievert per year, in
fact. The world average natural exposure is 2.5 mSv/yr. People living on the beaches of Brazil get 5 mSv/yr. The
population of Ramsar, Iran gets up to 25 mSv/yr. The list goes on and on. Tokyo set this ridiculous standard to
soothe loud activist voices and quell Japan's highly-antinuclear Press. Now, they will pay dearly for their
stupidity.

  2△  1▽

Reply

dhm60 •  2 days ago

No positive spin from the pro-nuclear lobby? That's a $50bn (so far and there are still the small problems of
containment and re-settlement) tax-payer funded subsidy to support "safe" nuclear energy; in a country that has
geo-thermal energy oozing out the ground every 100 metres!. 
It wasn't just at Hiroshima and Nagasaki that the Japanese got hammered by (American) nuclear energy.

  9△ ▽

Reply

gs •  2 days ago

There is no decontam, look at Chernobyl, until we mutate to become nuclear immune, non of the japanese who
left should go back or they will die young, their children too will suffer. Dont believe the government. Note the
government isnt building their headquarters there, so why should you live there if they wont.

  6△ ▽

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Avatar

Share ›

Share ›

DAY IN A PAGE

An opportunity to volunteer as Branch
Secretary at CPRE Nottinghamshire
Voluntary Unpaid work, reasonable expenses
reimbursed: Reach Volunteering: CPR...

IMMEDIATE START – Medical
Administrator /Secretary 30hr
30 h/ week; £9.50/h: Gray's Inn Medical Practice:
We are a busy NHS Medical GP...

Environmental Scientist (Contaminated
Land)
£20000 - £24000 Per Annum: The Green
Recruitment Company: The Green Recruitmen...

Senior Geotechnical Engineer
£30000 - £40000 Per Annum: The Green
Recruitment Company: The Green Recruitmen...

View the latest from iJobs

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat

26  July  2013  Go

are agreeing to our 
Terms of Use.

http://date.independent.co.uk/help/terms.cfm
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=20&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=26&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=25&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=24&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=23&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=22&month=7&year=2013
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=21&month=7&year=2013
http://j.mp/INYp5e
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/37246/senior-geotechnical-engineer/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/37250/environmental-scientist-contaminated-land-/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/37265/immediate-start-medical-administrator-secretary-30hr/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/37266/an-opportunity-to-volunteer-as-branch-secretary-at-cpre-nottinghamshire/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2fworld%2fasia%2fwith-fukushima-nuclear-plant-still-leaking-japan-cleanup-bill-soars-to-50bn-8730832.html&id=ma-130726093841-03801416
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

ALSO ON NEWS

I faked a student pregnancy, and I was horrified by
the …
160 comments • 3 days ago

Walsingham — If you went from 'not pregnant' to
'heavily pregnant' …

Royal
544 comments 

Mind the gap! Commuters in Japan push 30,000kg
…
31 comments • 3 days ago

Dinsdale_Piranha — together people can move trains -
brilliant - much …

Staff waive
3 comments 

Reply

Leslie Corrice  •  19 hours ago> gs

Do you also believe in unicorns?

 △  1▽

Reply

AlterJoe •  2 days ago

I wouldn't trust the Japanese government, or Tepco, as far as I could throw them. From the beginning it has
been one lie after another, one cover-up after another.

  8△ ▽
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